
INTERNATIONAL 
Welcome to the  first issue of our branch newsletter looking at the international solidarity work of 

Coventry City UNISON.  In this issue we will look at what  UNISON’s International work involves 

and why we do it, some of the issues the branch have been involved in and some of the           

campaigns the union are supporting at the moment. We also want you to get involved, so if you 

have any comments or questions then please get in touch! 

THE INTERNATIONAL WORK OF UNISON :          
WHAT IS IT, AND WHY DO WE DO IT? 

Every day our members in Coventry and across the country are being hit hard by austerity. Our pay 

has not kept up with the cost of living, we are doing more work with less staff, increased anxiety 

and stress is common across many of our workplaces. Haven’t we got enough on our plate trying to 

fight to maintain our jobs and conditions without worrying about anything else? 

That is all true, but as a trade union we are not just about what happens in Coventry, or even just 

elsewhere in this country, but anything that affects working class people anywhere. The nature of 

the world is very much a global one - and whatever country we are in we face similar issues of    

austerity, and in some cases members of trade unions are murdered, kidnapped and much more. 

If workers in one country gain a victory, then it is a win for workers everywhere. As an organisation 

made up of working class people, unions are the only consistent campaigners for democratic 

rights, trade union freedom and to improve the lives of the majority. 

That is why UNISON aims to provide solidarity to many campaigns across the world.  

COVENTRY CITY UNISON CONTINUES SUPPORT 
FOR WORKING WITH VILLAGES IN PALESTINE 

At our branch Annual General Meeting  earlier this year, our branch welcomed two speakers from 

the Working with Villages in Palestine campaign. Rachel (herself a UNISON member) and Lisa gave 

a presentation about the work that they undertake which involves providing concrete solidarity 

and aid to Palestinian families suffering from the daily struggles of the Occupation. This includes 

many things that we would take more granted  -  educational equipment for schools and families, 

health related resources and much more.  

Our branch is proud to support this campaign and will do     

everything we can to raise awareness of what is going on in 

the Middle East.  

Please visit the website below more for information! 

WWW.WORKING-WITH-VILLAGES.COM 

“Workers of the world unite; you have nothing to lose but your chains. “ K.Marx 

SUMMER 2019 

https://www.working-with-villages.com/


VISIT LABOURSTART.ORG TO HELP DEFEND TRADE    
UNIONISTS AROUND THE WORLD! 

WWW.LABOURSTART.ORG is a website  

set up to promote the interests of trade 

union activists and members across the 

world.  

When workers are victimised or a union 

is involved in a dispute, Labourstart   

publicises these issues to a global       

audience. 

LabourStart is renowned for initiating      

campaigns when unions are under attack. 

The email campaigns are designed to put the 

maximum pressure on employers who treat 

their workers badly.  

In seconds you can send a protest letter 

through the website to ensure companies 

are bombarded with protests. Often this has 

seen employers back down and workers     

reinstated.  

SO MAKE SURE YOU VISIT WWW.LABOURSTART.ORG ON A REGULAR BASIS, OUR 
SUPPORT CAN MAKE A REAL DIFFERENCE! 

GET INVOLVED OR FIND OUT MORE ABOUT  
OUR INTERNATIONAL SOLIDARITY WORK 

If you would like to be kept in touch about our International work, to receive regular updates or 

would like more information you can contact our branch International Officer, Paul Hunt, on the      

details below. 

Email: Paul.hunt@unisoncoventry.co.uk        www.join.unison.org.uk 

We have a regional blog here                                                                  

http://westmidlandsinternational.blogspot.com/  

Our national website has an international section                             

https://www.unison.org.uk/about/what-we-do/working-internationally/about/  

http://www.labourstart.org/news/
http://www.labourstart.org/news/
https://join.unison.org.uk/
http://westmidlandsinternational.blogspot.com/
https://www.unison.org.uk/about/what-we-do/working-internationally/about/

