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AMAZON UNION WINS STUNNING VICTORY 
VS JEFF BEZOS!  

Welcome to the latest issue of the Coventry City UNISON International newsletter.  

In this issue you will find articles on: 

 - The historic union victory at Amazon plus Starbucks workers getting organised 

 Trade unions and the war in Ukraine 

 74th anniversary of the Nakba; support a local event on Palestine 

 Ways to get involved with UNISON! 

Workers at an Amazon facility in Staten Island, 
New York are celebrating after a monumental 
victory in winning union recognition. Amazon is 
notorious for its long hours, low pay and lack of 
workers rights and this victory is a huge win for 
working class people everywhere. It shows even 
when the world’s richest man throws everything 
against the attempts to gain union recognition,  
we can win.  

The company launched a massive propaganda  
offensive against the Amazon Labor Union (ALU), 
but with determination and organising around 
clear demands, Bezos and Co were ultimately    
defeated. As ALU President Chris Smalls said :   
“We want to thank Jeff Bezos for going to space         
because while he was up there we were organising 
a union.”  

STARBUCKS WORKERS GET 
ORGANISED 
Elsewhere in the United States, workers at Starbucks have 
also had enough of union busting and poor conditions. There 
have been walkouts across the country. For example in 
Marysville, WA staff struck for 3 days demanding an above 
inflation pay rise, access to free healthcare, full staffing,    
union recognition and an end to harassment.  
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COVENTRY CITY UNISON OPPOSES RUSSIAN 
INVASION OF UKRAINE 

At our March branch committee meeting we discussed the horrific situation in Ukraine, and          
unanimously agreed the following statement. 

This branch condemns the Russian invasion of Ukraine, which has already resulted in the loss of 
thousands of lives and a growing refugee crisis. We call for the immediate withdrawal of the     
Russian military from Ukraine.  
 

Inherent in the situation is the risk of even greater   
escalation which could result in a catastrophic loss of 
life and widespread destruction.  
 

We oppose the invasion of Russia into Ukraine - we 
also oppose the expansion of NATO through central 
and eastern Europe which has inflamed the situation. 
We will also oppose any NATO intervention in 
Ukraine.  
 

As a public sector union, we send our support to all 
trade unionists and workers within Ukraine, many of 
whom will be continuing to carry out their jobs in    
extreme conditions. We support attempts by the 
trade union movement in Ukraine to continue        
organising whilst recognising that the Zelensky      
government is not a friend of trade unions nor minorities.  
 

Despite the terrible situation and facing substantial intimidation and danger, we show our       
complete solidarity with those within Russia who have taken to the streets in over 50 cities against 
Putin and the war, with at least 10000 protestors being arrested for speaking out against the war. 
 

We also show our solidarity with independent trade unions in Belarus and Russia who have issued 
anti war statements.  
 

Unlike every government involved in this war - the trade union movement seeks to unite workers 
across and within national boundaries - we call for the unity of working class people in Ukraine 
and Russia. We defend the right of self determination for all in the region. Against nationalism and 
war we stand for internationalism, working class unity and solidarity. 
 

The Tory government has once again shown its utter hypocrisy - pretending to stand for 
‘democracy’ and ‘freedom’ yet barely taking in any refugees. Refugees should be welcomed and 
not subject to a tortuous process that puts up barriers - with full access to welfare, housing and 
with the right to work.  Furthermore Johnson criticises Russia - yet is trying to bring in the PCSC bill 
that would see a clampdown on the right to protest and demonstrate.  
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We also condemn politicians such as Keir Starmer who have attempted to paint those who oppose 
the war and oppose NATO as supporters of Putin. This witchunting atmosphere represents a 
clampdown on the democratic right to free speech and enables racism against ordinary Russians 
living in the UK and elsewhere, as well as increasing the threats against anti-war campaigners.    

We also note that Zarah Sultana, MP for Coventry South, has received death threats and been 
labelled as ‘Putin’s whore’. We condemn these abhorrent threats on Zarah Sultana and the       
anti-war movement. 

 

We recognise that ‘hard hitting economic 
sanctions’ in fact impact on ordinary working 
class people the most in both Russia and the 
UK through higher fuel and food prices for  
example.  

We see how in countries like Iraq where    
sanctions were introduced against Saddam 
Hussein, that it was ordinary Iraqis who      
suffered the most. We support workers' action 
against the Russian and NATO war machines.  

Our branch resolves to: 

• Support protests against the war in Ukraine and further escalation. We need a mass           
anti-war movement here in the UK and across the world.  

• Send messages of support to workers and trade unions that have taken action against the 
war 

• Where possible seek to make links with trade unions in the region 

• Make a donation to the international trade union appeal as publicised by UNISON 

• Seek to make links as appropriate with local communities impacted by the war and where 
applicable help the call for donations of goods to send to Ukraine 

• Send this motion onward to relevant bodies 
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Visit www.labourstart.org and learn about how a few seconds of your time can 
help persecuted trade union activists around the world.  

https://www.labourstart.org/
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GET INVOLVED OR FIND OUT MORE ABOUT  OUR 
INTERNATIONAL SOLIDARITY WORK 

If you would like to be kept in touch about our International work, to receive regular updates or would like more 
information you can contact our branch International Officer, Paul Hunt, on the details below. 

Email: Paul.hunt@unisoncoventry.co.uk   

To join UNISON: www.join.unison.org.uk 

We have a regional blog here:  http://westmidlandsinternational.blogspot.com/  

Our national website has an international section where you can find out more here below:  

https://www.unison.org.uk/about/what-we-do/working-internationally/  

CHECK OUT THE PALESTINE FILM FESTIVAL 
IN COVENTRY 

On 14th and 15th May there will be a 
Palestine Film Festival held in the city 
centre.  

It has been organied by a group called 
Projects in Palestine and aims to show 
a selection of films representing       
Palestine, its people, culture and     
resistance.  

The month of May see the anniversary 
of the ‘Nakba’  (the Catastrophe)
where 750,000  Palestinians were   
forcibly removed from their land and 
homes.  

Coventry City UNISON has a proud 
history of showing solidarity with      
the Palestinian masses —last year 
many of our members attended the 
large protests in Coventry during the 
attacks on Gaza.  

Since the start of Ramadan, 17        
Palestinians have been killed by Israeli 
state forces, and ordinary Israelis have 
been also been killed. As ever, it is 
working class people whether         
Palestinian or Israeli, who suffer.  

Check out the website of Projects in 
Palestine by clicking here.  

https://join.unison.org.uk/
http://westmidlandsinternational.blogspot.com/
https://www.unison.org.uk/about/what-we-do/working-internationally/
https://www.projectsinpalestine.co.uk/

